Dear Miss Redmond:
We have just finished reading Mr. Lincoln’s Way by Patricia Polacco.  It is about Mr. Lincoln who is the best principal ever!  He also happens to be black.  One day, he finds that one of his students, Eugene, is troubled by something, and he acts out by being a racist bully.  So, Mr. Lincoln discovers that Eugene likes birds and lets him help fix up the school atrium.  Eugene behaves well until he slips up one day and Mr. Lincoln realizes Eugene’s behaviour is due to his father’s influence.  In the end, Mr. Lincoln arranges for Eugene’s grandpa to come to the school and Eugene goes to live with his loving grandfather.

We can relate to Eugene’s victims because most of us have been bullied.  It made us feel bad about ourselves both emotionally and physically.  This is like the little girl who was teased by Eugene.  He took her backpack which really upset her.  Many of us have felt that way.

This book reminds us of The Nine Lives of Travis Keating.  In this story, the bully Bud, bullies many people at school just like Eugene does.  They both take examples from their dads.  It also reminds us of the Ant Bully because Sid bullies Lucas and Lucas bullies the ants.  In Mr. Lincoln’s Way Eugene’s dad bullies others and Eugene in turn bullies.  

Unfortunately, bullying happens often in the real world.  Isaac’s mom who works for York Region sees this often in her practice.  Much of it can be said to be caused by a parent, just like Eugene’s racist attitudes were caused by his father.  Fortunately, Patricia Polaaco wrote this to spread awareness of bullying and to let us know that there are solutions for bullying out there.  Every bully is not necessarily a bad person.  Eugene grew up to be a wonderful grade four teacher.  

We think this book is a great book for anyone concerned about bullying, like Miss Redmond.

Sincerely,

The Class
