October 12th, 2001

Dear Miss Redmond,

     We just finished reading “IRA Says Goodbye” by Bernard Waber.  It is about Ira and his best friend Reggie.  Reggie has to move away, and this causes some problems in their friendship.  At first, they are both sad, but then Reggie starts to behave as though he is glad he is moving which hurts Ira’s feelings.  In the end, they traded their special stuff and left on good terms.

     Many of us can relate to this story because we have had to say goodbye to friends we loved.  Just like Ira and Reggie had to split up, we had to leave our friends to attend a different school.  

     This book reminded Aiden of the goldfish in Gleam and Glow.  They had to be left together to try and weather the war.  This is just like Felix and Oscar who are better off together.  In both books, the pet owners were sad to leave them, but knew it was better off in the end.
     In the world, people who come to Canada to escape war, or for a better life, often have to leave their loved ones behind.  In the book, Reggie must leave Ira behind.  This greatly upsets him, and can’t quit crying on moving day.

     We think Bernard Waber wrote this book because it is always hard to say goodbye to someone close.

Sincerely, 

The class
